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Up-coming Services/Events Gloria Simo; David Snedegar; Tessie Sotir;

Helen Tallcouch; Jo Anne Tallcouch; Mary &
Peter Themel; Michael, Thalia & Leonora
Thomas; Aphrodita (Rita) Vangel; William
Vasil; Marilyn Vissar; Robert Volpe; Galina
Februarya: 7:00p.m. Bible Study Voronin; Alexa Wilson; Kaitlyn Woolard;
Quincy.

Today: 9:30a.m. Church School
10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Parish Membership meeting

2: Meeting of our Lord (Papandia)
9:30a.m. Divine Liturgy As a community of Faith our prime responsibility is to
support one another — in both faith and action. Prayer
combines both. Please submit the name of the person
for whom you wish to pray — and remember that when

5:  Publican & Pharisee
9:30a.m. General Confession

10:00a.m. Divine Liturgy the prayers have been answered, to take that name
12:  Prodigal Son off the list as well.
9:30a.m. Church School ‘ Prayers in Memoriam

10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 40 Days

18:  First Memorial Saturday

. : Charles Dougiello, Sr.; Robert Forbes;
9:30a.m. Divine Liturgy

Vinnie Soter
19:  Last Judgment (last day to eat

January
meat)
9:30a.m. Church School 29 Maria Koli Kovachi (1960)
Prayers for Blessings/Health ‘ Archilea (Archie) P. Themel (1997)

His Grace Bishop Nikon; Deacon John Zarras; 31 Archpriest Christo A. Costa (1992)

Christy Adams; Kirsten Battachio (USMC); February
Paul Betts; Eileen Bochino; Diana Breaz;

Al dra Cotmil
Jeanne Brideau; Elvira Chadwick; Eva Demetri; o exandra Cotmil (1947)

Armando Dias; James Dionis; Eva Fedash; Zoe 04 Loni Perestere (1974)

Gountas; Cindy Held; David Hirst, Sr.; Nicholas Coffee Hour

Hotova; Eva Karajani; William Kovachi; Akaki

Kvitashvilli; Meni Kyriacou; Christy Lambert; Today: “The Lunch Bunch”

John Louis; Nicolas Lucas; Thomas Matthews; February 5: The Themel Family

Michael Molnar; Kelly Montagna; Louise 12: Helen Tallcouch, Mary Dilulio,
Moran; Theodore Morrison; Michael Nasty; Gloria Athanas

Thomas Nicholas, Sr.; James Pando; Catherine
Panoli; Pandora Plasa; Eleanor Polena; Violet c d Tk troeh I
Polena, Sarah & Alexa Rhodes; Mark Rizzo; ! you would like to sponsor coffee hour, please
. . notify Kim O'Brien. Phone: 203-877-2286 or email:
Suzanne Russell; Erin Ryan; Mark Sabatino;
) ] IBALLoo7@aol.com.
Mary Sak; David Schutte; Noella Sidarweck;

19: P??7?22??22??22??22??2?22?°77?
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Parish Membership Meeting

2012 Relay for Life

Our Parish Membership Meeting will be held
today in the Church Hall after the Divine
Liturgy.

One of the important items on the agenda will
be a report from the committee on installing an
elevator in the Church.

Please stay and participate.

House Blessings

The 2012 Relay for Life of Trumbull/Monroe
will be held on Friday and Saturday, June 8™
and g™

Sharon Buzi is organizing a team from our
parish called The Wonderworkers of Saint
George. Contact Sharon at 203-414-7738 or
email her at sharcareio11@aol.com for
information.

Father Dennis is currently blessing homes for
Theophany. Copies of the visitation schedule
are available at the Candle Desk. If you cannot
meet Father on the scheduled day or if you
would like to have your home blessed but are
not on the schedule, call him at (203) 598-4678.

February Charity Collection

During February, our Charity Collection will be
used to sponsor John Babich’s participation in
the St. Baldrick’s Foundation “Head-Shaving”
event to support research to end childhood
cancer.

Konizmat 2012

January Charity Collection

Due to last Sunday'’s weather, today is the last
day to submit bids for Konizmat 2012. Icons
will be distributed next Sunday, February 5™
and will be returned on the Sunday of
Orthodoxy, March 4™

2012 Wall Calendars and Offering Envelopes

The Wall Calendars and Offering Envelopes
for 2012 have arrived. Pick yours up at the
Candle Desk.

Valentine’s Day Dance

There will be a Valentine’s Day Dance in the
Church Hall on Saturday, February 11", at 7:00
p.m.

BYOB and a favorite snack and enjoy dancing
to popular American and Albanian hits. Coffee
and Dessert will be provided.

Tickets are $10 per person. See Nardi Tallkuci
for information and tickets.

Women'’s Council news

The Women's Council of Eastern Orthodox
Christian Churches of Greater Bridgeport will
hold its next regular monthly meeting on
Saturday, February 25, 1:30 p.m., at Holy Ghost
Russian Orthodox Church, East Main Street,
Bridgeport.

During the month of January, our Charity
Collections will help support Zoe for Life!, an
organization in Ohio that supports women in
crisis pregnancies, assists Orthodox Christians
in adoption, and provides Orthodox Christian
educational resources for pure living.
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Today’s Scripture Readings

1 Timothy 4:9-15

My son Timothy, this saying is true and
worthy of full acceptance: for we work and
are reviled for this reason, that we hope in
the living God who is the Savior of all men,
especially of believers. Command and teach
these things. Let no man despise the fact that
you are young, but be an example to the
faithful by what you say and do, by love,
faith, spirituality and chastity. Until | come,
be diligent in reading, exhorting and
teaching. Do not neglect the grace that is in
you, granted to you as a speaker for God
through the laying on of the hands of the
priesthood. Meditate on these things, give
yourself entirely to them, so that your
progress may be evident to all.

Luke 19:1-10

At that time as Jesus was passing through
Jericho, behold there was a man named
Zacchaeus; and he was a leading publican,
and he was rich. And he was trying to see
Jesus, to find out who he was, but could not,
on account of the crowd, because he was
small of stature. So he ran on ahead and
climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him,
for he was going to pass that way. And when
Jesus came to the place, he looked up and
saw him, and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make
haste and come down; for | must stay in your
house today.” And he made haste and came
down, and welcomed him joyfully. And upon
seeing it, all began to murmur, saying, “He
has gone to be the guest of a man who'is a
sinner.” But Zacchaeus stood and said to the
Lord, “Behold, Lord, | give one-half of my
possessions to the poor, and if | have
defrauded anyone of anything, | restore it
fourfold.” Jesus said to him, "Today salvation
has come to this house, since he, too, is a son
of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to
seek and to save what was lost.”

1 Timotheut 4:9-15

O bir Timothe, pér té besuar éshté fjala dhe e
denjé pér t'u pranuar. Sepse pér kété edhe
mundohemi edhe pérbuzemi, sepse
shpresuam né Peréndiné e gjallé, i cili éshté
shpétimtari i gjithé njerézve, po mé forti
besimtaréve. Kéto porosit dhe méso. Askush
le té mos té té pérbuzé pér rininé ténde, po
béhu shembull i besimtaréve né fjalé, né
shogqéri, né dashuri, né shpirt, né besim, né
délirési. Deri sa té vij, jepu pas leximit, pas
késhillimit, pas mésimit. Mos ji i
pakujdesshém pér dhuratén qé éshté tek ti, e
cila t'v dha me ané profecie, me vénien e
duarve té plegésisé mbi ty. Pér kéto kujdesu,
né kéto qéndro, qé té shfaget mbarésia jote
tek té gjithe.

Llukait 19:1-10

Né até kohé, Jisui hyri e shkonte népér Jeriko.
Edhe ja njé njeri i quajtur me emrin Zakhe, i
ciliishte kryetagrambledhés; dhe ishte i
pasur. Edhe kérkonte té shihte Jisuin se cili
éshté; po nuk mundej nga turma, sepse ishte
i vogél né shtat. Edhe u sul pérpara e hipi mbi
njé dru mani gé ta shihte, sepse nga ajo udhé
do té shkonte. Edhe Jisui, si erdhi né até
vend, ngriti syté dhe e pa até, dhe i tha:
“Zakhe, zbrit shpejt; sepse sot uné do té
géndroj né shtépiné ténde.” Edhe ai zbriti
shpejt dhe e priti duke u gézuar. Edhe té
gjithé kur pané murmurisnin, duke théné se
hyri té rrijé te njé njeri mékatar. Edhe Zakheu
géndroi e i tha Zotit: “Ja, o Zot, gjysmén e
pasurisé sime tek po ua jap té varférve, dhe
né i kam marré gjé njeriu me pérdhung, ia
kthej pér njé katér.” Edhe Jisui i tha” “Sot u
bé shpétim né kété shtépi, sepse edhe ky
éshté bir i Abrahamit. Sepse Biri i njeriut
erdhi té kérkojé e té shpétojé té humburén.”
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heard of the things Cymus had done, not only curing people’s physical
ailments with his medical ability, but urging them to pray and o repent of

ir sins so that both their bodies and souls could be healed.. John was
nirigued, and traveled to Arabia fo meet Cyrus. In the words of Bishop
' pMikelai Velimirowich, the two became "brothers in spirit.” They served

ether as doctors and spintual fathers to countless people. Both being

Christians, they faced toriure and martyrdom together, too, and
e killed in the year 311.
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hristopher Hitchens, an outspoken opponent of Christianity and all

ions, recently died of cancer. Hitchens was an articulate and

ell-educated man who appeared often on television and wrote for national

agazines. He was one of two brothers—actual blood brothers—and the

o men diverged very widely in their attitudes toward the Christian faith.
Christopher wrote a book called "God is not Great® in which he argued that

refigion. and particularty Christianity, has had a harmful effect on the word. Peter Hitchens, his brother, is the author of

"The Rage against God” in which he tells how "atheism led me to faith™ and lays out the reasons why he sirongly

disagrees with his brother, and is a practicing Christiam.
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Im our society, such atheists as Chrstopher Hitchens and Richard Dawkins receive considerable media attention, and
influence some peocple to question their faith. So Peter Hitchens' book is a helpful one, because he argues effectively
against his brother's assertions, specifically in a section of the book entited "Addressing the Three Failed Arguments of
Atheism."
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He takes issue, for example, with Christopher's statement that "the crder to 'love thy neighbor as e
thyself is oo extreme and o0 strenuous to be obeyed.” Peter refutes this idea by offering examples of RAGE
people risking their lives, health or safety for others. He acknowledges that living as a Christian is ol
difficult, especially im a culture that places little value on selfflessmess, but insists that "we are far better IES O’ DJ
for trying than for not trying "

Peter Hitchens published his book before his brother died. Despite his profound disagreement with
Christopher, he doesn't condemn him. Instead he hopes for his brother's comversion, or that at least he H HCI’I
will discover that "belief in God is not a character fault." His compassion is an example of what is called

for im one of today's readings, | Peter 3:15: "Always be prepared fo make a defense o anyone who calls you to account
for the hope that is in you, yet do it with gentleness and reverence.”
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